A PRAESCRIPT.
Out of the grny emptiness of the

Baltle the slow, sullen wnves were
rolling, thudding on the sands of the
little rock ringed bay with monoto-
nous, chythmie fall. The horlzon was
an uncertnln merge of sea and sky,
unbroken by n swingle sl The swish
of th: lngging breakers mnde n noever
ending  drone, swiollowlug all lesser
#ounds Into & stilluess, Prom out of
the deep the mighty swelllngs muareh-
ol upon the strand, moving silences of
resistless power. But for the sen birds
thot perked nnd preened thelr white
bosoms upon the dark rocks the plice
sectmed vold, Heeleps, desalnte,

Yot behind one of the smooth, tide
worn  bowldars something moved—
something that pleked and soatched at
the pebbles with white, terveless fine
gers, clawing at them aimlessly. Be-
neath the shadow of the rock crouch-
ed o man, bearded, long haleed, in
filthy rags. swart with the dust of
rond and field, anlmal, pavige, hud-
dling to the stone like n lalred Juckal.

.lt h!.l I'wt ll:r n eup. a tall, richly

ker, glenm.
ing yellow with the sheen of l:olil un-
nlloyed. Rluged round It on the sand
Iny n necklet of amber beads, ench pol-
let Inrge a8 o cherry and locked to its
nelghbor by thick strmodes of vlrgln
metal,

‘I'he lean fAngers toyed and twisted
the elrele of beads Into a bhundred
shapes und ¢oronanls, and os the humun
beast lifted up Its volee now and agnin
# mirthless laugh cleft the unending
beat of the surges. The harsh vasp
of It cut the echoes hortibly, and el
eling 1 thelr polsed sguadrons over-
bend the terns walled an nnsweriog
plaint. From far inland out of the
gnthering dosk eame a long drawn,
thronty call, the bowl of the wolf lead-
Ing the tamisbed pack afield.

‘Ihere wore other wolves astie than
those @auot scavengers of the night
Tohind the ring of rocks that ridged
Inudward bebind the bay another man
cowered aud watched huugelly the rog-
ged walt upon the sand. His eyes
gleamed tigervishly, his bands grasped
with knotted muscles the tags of sen-
weed bealde him; balf lenning, half
squattiug, bis lolns heaved with the
violence of his pulsos, swaying hls
body uncertainly. Now and agaln he
lett his strict esplnl (ato the cove and
swept his gaze lmpatlently Inlaod,
Down upon the pebbles the restless
wagrant chorned the sand and wreath-
ed the necklet ceanelesaly, apd bils valn,
joyless lsugh rang In Idle repetition
across the rocks. .

At the sound the spy shook with an-
gry tenslon, and his body arched as If

» to apring,, Be might a coward wolf
have ‘erouched behind & wslow dying
bullock.

Buddenly scross a,glade of the hug-
gard pine forest behind him three dis-
tant ggures showed in black, moving
dota. In one of his swift peerings
ncross the tumble of bowlders thoy
caughit his eye.

For n second ho bositated; then with
s lnst look at the wretch, who still
thrashed and erconed upon the peb-
bles, he turned and ran, bending almost
to his Lelly, dmong the tangle of grin-
Ite sinba between the foresbore nnd the
forust

It wan with the slinkiog travel of n
stont rather than the galt of n Ao

L
The tean Angers ticlsted the clrele of beads
into o Nundred shapes and goronals.

that be speéd Into the twilight of the

ploes, twisting his wny among the
darkk trunks. It was with n stoat's
sudden, sllent upilsing that he emoerged

Into the path and stopd before three

groy conted soldiers.
The lender, with the chevrons of a !
sergeant ou his sloove, looked at hilm

]
s n terrlor might at the ferret who

thiFusts out the rat Into bis Juwa.  His
face was n concontrated sneer ns he
found his volee In a slngle word.

¢ MWell?" la quorked,

“AH Ia well, little father

trucked bim. Some of the spoll Hes be-
Jalde bl openly,”
« Im the execilemoent of his roply be
drew up to the soldier. and his oyes
gleamed fnto the other's repugnaot
fnce,  His hands worked one within
arother enlmly.

The sergeant fell back with n gesture
of dlugust.

“Ugh!" be grunted. “Lead on, slenth-

bound."
! For s single Instant a maliclons
wpusm  crossed the ouger face—the
witlte teeth shope with o snarl. Thou
ithe bent shioulders dropped back nto
thulr grovel of deference, and the bu-
man stont began to wind amoug the
tumbled rocks agnin as bo had come.
The sergeant aud bis two apathetle
companious followed, thelr militnry up-
rightness sadly Lroken by the yawolug
elaftn,

Down upon the mands the outcast
‘atlll smote chidishly at his sheltering
‘mass of graoite nod looped LY amber
Teady.  Nor (4d be altor his position a2
‘the four advanced vpon him. Culy the
n.ull shrilling of his laughter bray:

1 have,

allence nm.t prolonged {tself lnto the
echovs of the shore.

He scooped A handful of orange sand
into his goblet and ralsed it to hils
mouth, pledging the pewcomegs In fan-
tastle show, Then mgiin his yelllng
travesty of mirth broke neross the rush
and backflow of the tide,

One of the walting soldlers thrust his
hand fnto Lis bresst aod touched the
elkon that hung from his swarthy
throat. He callod softly the good salnt's
uame to protect him from all dovilrlva

The sergeant Inld bis hand roughly
upon the eaggod shioulder. *“No more
fooling.," enld he terscly. *‘Get up,
dog."

The wild, aimless bands still mowed
the pebbles unheedingly, and the blur
redl eyes roved wvacanotly ncross the
waute of wators. A flake or two of
snow began to fnll feom the massed
clouds,

Impatiently the sargeant kicked at
the huddled limbs, cursing with a fereo
onth their Matlews, Inbuman sywvayinge.

The tosslug, ungoverned hpnds stuld
themselves Into rigld surprise  be-
neath the wtroke of the heavy boot
Then with a yell of furlous paln tho
man nolmal sprang upon his sggressor,
tearing and worrglog with blind, bes-
tidl ferocity at his flésh. A erlmmon
stain followed quick upon the leopard-
like spring, smearing the coarse unl-
form. The two men fell together to
enrth, thelr strivings beating the peb-
bly strand ax & pestle bedts within a
mortae, They lost themeelves In an in-
distinguishable Wwhirl of striving, oath
splitting rnge.

The suddenncss of the fray at first
left the others motionloss with amaze
ment. Then with a shout they fell up-
on the twined furles of the Aght and
tors thelr lender from the throttling
hands of his nssallant. It took the
three of them to restraln the mad-
man's writhings., It wes not till they
had shackled him with the straps of
their bandallers that they had him un-
der any control With linked bands
and ankler he rolled upon the sand,
shrigking his unintelligible mouthings
In a freuzy of fighting lust.

The blusphemies of the sergednt rose
from him like o ¢loud ne he laved his
torn llmba In the gea water,

“I'he nccurmed brute's s manlae!™
he shouted, "“Wither and Dblust him!
Why In the name of 8t. Paul and all
‘snints did you let me bandle the hog,
you son of perdition?’ he asked Gerco-
Iy, turning on the spy.

“One of the noble birth," pleaded the
other. “Ho shnme, Ag there Is & God
in heaven be mokes pretense of thiy
delirium to concenl hix evil dolngs.
Glve ‘me but leave to question him
}r{th fear, dnd he sball tell ull-u1l. a8

Iye.”

Db your devilinost, quoth the ser-
gonnt with & coarse outh as be turned
agnin to the washipg of his wound,
and into the eyes of the man stoat rose
& light of unboly, hideous desire,

They stretched the kicking, writhing
wretch upon the shore and plled rocks |
upon him, crushing ‘his breath from |
him to the bare llmita of existence.
Hetween Lls bound fingers they burned
matehes; banenth his nalls they throst
splinters; after ench torture they plied
bl with one questlon—a sjogle, mo-
notonous query. Naought did they got
snye yells that might haove sprung
from the nlnth circle of the lost

In bis disappointment and lust for
eruelty the unsuceessful torturer sugs
goested unprintable atrocities. The sol-
dlers; already slekeped loto halft o
muting, curspd him lote sllence. Final-
Iy at o word fyrom . the leader they
heaved their chuttering victim to his
feet, nunbound his lowaer limbs and be-
tween them forced hlin' @eross the
rooks forestwarid. They faded down
the trall nmong the pines as the even-
lng closed upon thein, and the suow
began to fall In earnest at last,

The great feathory fakes thlckennd
and swirlod Ly the alr, cnrpotipg the
gronnd o awiftly pling layers. Thoey
fell upon the plnes and spruces of the
forest till ench to the tepmost bough
was ladon and drooplug with the cling-
Ing weight, They covired and wiped
out the dark tall ss a schoolboy
sponges bl alate. The woods wero
puttiug oo thelr winter clothing—thlck,
woolly, ns the bunrs that lived nmong
them, ‘They wenld not doff it il the
spriong. Night apd suew winpped thei
as by curtalos that rap upon a single
rod.

The men tumbled along wenrlly,
thrusting thelr prisonsr before them,
They cursed hmpertinlly the wedthor
and thelr quest, nopr forgot to spare an
execrntlon or twa for thelr gnide, who
slunk nliead, wiplng now and umlln
the drifted suow from o ploe trunk to |
wseck the yellow blnze upon {t. As the
durkness degponed he d1d this with in-
ereaslng d'Wlculty, sérnbbliog at the
finke wrappod bolls with the nervous
energy of despair, At avery halt the
merpeiint swore with growlng fervor,
aud the wrotchied craven shook with
| Mismal artright.

Faintly down the alsles of ploe came
n monning, drift borne ¢ry. Low, deep
nnd full it hegan, then swelled and
shrilled to ruveniug discords of hunger
uod desive, The uingle, first heard pote
lost itaelf in A tossing chorus of yells
| Lenping, echolog, they sinote apart the

thick sllences of the snow bound for-
est.  With gatberlng, swift growivg
suddenness they diled the night. PMrom
every thickat thay roes out of seeming
P emptiness.  The roof of ualed boughs
oast them back 1o earth as they rolled
pealing down' the arched avenues of
Ctrees. They Hukéd themselves 1o the

lilse aud swirl of tha

The four and thelr prisoner wire
| stumbilog below n barrles of rocks
that edged the forest.  Hlack clofts and
crannles broke Its overhanglug foce.
The fearsome schoes beat upon it aud
were flung back as from a sounding
board, Dark, lithe, soow patched
forms were sbout their path, ‘The
blaze of hot, devouriog eyes ;Iimnd
from countl lalen th
ders and b
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foot. A thousand fangs were bared up-
on them—gyeilow, mnrling, whotted for
slnughter, lusting for blood,

The soldiers backed upon the rocks
apd with rifles at the ready poered out
Into the night. Groveling bohind them,
thrusting at the sheer wall as If he
would aeek refuge In ite pitfloss brenst,
nmaning, abject, hnddled and wearco
human, crouched the gulde. Hirads
dilng across him, gibbering, ealling,
laughing nloud his gleolbsa mirth,
clhiurning the snow with shoeleas feet,
beatipg with bound hands upon the
wtonus, stood the captive and spurned
the cowerlug wretch with his tramp-
Inga.

A score of pnees away the gray
wolves ringed them o and licked their
lean Jaws, Thrusting and jostling one
upon apother, they gaped upon thelr
prey ravenounly, lashing themselves
by wlow degrees to the desperation of
attack.

The sorgennt wns muottering and
curslng, lingorlug with nervous hands
nt the lock of hle Fifle,

He turned and with a kick and flerce
onth quicrod the whinings of the
gulde. At the same moment his glaoce
rosted on the prisoner. A pecullar ex.
presslon passed lis face, A= one who
oets on sudden Impulse, he drew from
his belt bis sheathed knife nnd cut snv.
agely st tho lashiogs that bound the
other's wrists, With the strength of
despair—the despnir that polses all on
oue last throw—be flung Lim forward
almost lnto the Jaws of the ¢laworlag,
fighting throng.

“finn, son of & dog, run!" he ropred.
“Curses be thick on you! Make Into
the forest!”

With a yell that rang and shrllled
unearthily above the baying of the
pack the madmnn smote Hnillike upon
the closedd moks of ecager famine,
burstiog the servied line by mere force
of impiet and surprise. Out Into the
drift swept avenues he leaped, and
with hot teeth agleam and howls as
from the pit the torrent of wolves
swirled together and swept upon bis
truck.

A short 00 yarde he held his ad-
vantuge., Then with o suap the fangs
of the leader met in his fieshless thigh.

HBereaming, he turned and with me-
nlae strength selzed In ench hand a
white toothed jaw nnd rent and split
thiem one from ench othier,

As he cast away the torn and bloody
mask, like a orested wave the pack
flong itself upon him, bellowing for
slunghter, soncling, tangled, biting
with unseclng fury each other's twlst-
ed limba

Above the wretch's head n pine
branch ran out, bent with the gales of
scores of winters, frost shrunk, but
gnatled to & sapless strength, Bleed-
Ing, desperate, shrleking, he ralsed snd
linked hils tormented orms about It
and, strong with his forlous ngony,
swung himself up out of the wild hur-
tls of teeth and fiying fur,

A mcore of disappolnted raveners
lenped at thelr escaping quarry and
scored and stripped the skin from him
with straloing teeth. Still shrieking,
he dragged himself forward and
erawled - horribly townrd the trunk.,
The dark blood fell In gouts upon the
snow, and the panting brutes below
lleked and sbiffed at It with quarrele
inga.

Above thelr torn victim climbed and
moved amobg the pine needles to o
higher shelter, As the frikndly bougks
closed about him, wrapping him in
thelr warm, welcome shelter, velling
him from the yelling horde  below,
some tenslon snapped within bim ke
the sudden parting of a fddle string.
A cry, gnsplog, Inbuman, kin to the
gcream of the spearcd otter, rang out
above the wild clumor of the pack.
Limply he fell forward Into the thiek-
uessen of the koitted twigs and lay
motlonless. His body hong derelict
Hke the wind drift of & storn.

Boneath the living corpse ghe wolves
swung round to seek rfor gquicker ment
Back from the euddy, trampled pateh
of soow they charged, filled with the
fury that has tasted Llood, In thick, re-
slstiens column that stald not for kalfe
or gun.

Three shots rang out, amd, with
howls of n thousnnd moen, they smote
upon thelr prey. For 30 frightful see
onds four swaying tanglos of -rending
teeth and claws fought and churted
the suow, while out of them burst
onths, shrieks nnd the spurting Llood
of men. Thon eame quiet but for the
wnarls of jemlous ralders and the
erunch of human bones.

One by coe the glutted scavengers
sought thelr lulps. The white light of
the rising moon ehowed only wsearlet
trnmplings and ahreds of gray uniform
where three riles had fallen abroad,
Among the ping reedles an Inert body
stlll lay svithout sign of life, lke some
high tossed jetsnm of the forest,

CHAPTER I.
A UOEPITAL PATIENT,

*It'a good to see you ngain. old man,
sald Barr, the houso surgeon. “Thoe
fut of prosperity’s thiek upon you.
Henvens, what a skinoy fellow you
used to be, ool now—good Lord!™

The other sinlled rlchly. The mellow
March sunshine glinted through the
open window aud enveloped bim with
u wenlthy halo, His walstcoat was
| erensed with complacent folds. He
blow o long cloud of smoke and*beam-
ed upon his companion.

“It 18 good,” he assented briefly.
Then o8 the buppy rotrogpect loosuned
Lis tongue he Lecame suddenly gar-
rulous. "By Jove, Arthur, to think
that It was only In '562 that T was'n
weary wound dresser ke you and this
Is only ‘04, two yonrs! It scems =
lifetime, old boy."

Barr smlled back, but a'little drear
1y, "It soems more thun two yoeurs
to me, but—for other reasons,'”

“Poor old chap,” sympathized Des-
mond.  “You've heen ted to this old
place all that time, while I— Loak
here, Arthur, conie with me! You've
never tasted freedom yet, Come with
me, old man, I'll show you, The sen,
niy Loy, the boundiess sen. Hackneyed
phrase that, but, my, It's so!"

Burr  shrugged  his  shoulders,
“hanks many, old man. Awt'ly good
of you, but Impossible,"

“ls 1t?" quorled the othor. *That's
where you make yoor mistake. The
old Hendrlk's I dock wow, refit nnd so
fortl, but next week I go out pgaln
upon the waters. Come, Arthur.
Come with me nnd be my love. ¥ou
sboll Uve—live the life of the blame-
loss salt.  You shall nmell the swaek
ses smell lnstend of Althy auntiseptics,
learn tho Inalde elinch or the fabigp-

Jmlmmmd ot llpacl.vmq

bandage, roll and hwd.n'n You'll
sleop the dreanmiess sleep of the worge
rovked marluer—poetry that—Instead
of ‘Ploase, sir, No. 02's aclioking and
r-eoughing ‘orrid "

Burr ehuckled.

“Yes, they generally choons mhout 3
A m. to wake up and choke” he an-
wwered, with a twinkle. “it would be
perumptionn to gel nway for awhile,
but—but I's no good thinking of it 1
daren't, old man. [ should got tho boot
1 can't afford that"”

The other gurgled gleefully, licking
the butt of & new clgur. “'Fact I8, old
cbup,” be sald, half apologetically,
“I've arrnnged It. Mot Bir Willlam on
the stulrs. Denced civil, he was. Men.
tioued old days when I dressed for
him. Congratulated miv on the splen-

He eat up and addressed them, geaticu-
lating violently.

dld positlon to which 1'd muccesded,
Had known Uncle Slins well. Heard
my Norfolk shooting was among the
best In Eogland. Was [t 600 or 650
brace we got when Lowndes was with
me? Naturnlly 1 took the hlon"” And
the speaker giggled contly.

“TWellt" querled Barr breathlessly,
“What's that got to do with"—

“Shut up. Natorally I asked him if
he'd look me up in October. Dellghted,
Hooked 16th to 224 then and there.
Then 1 enld how run down you looked.
He quite ngreed. 1 suggested son voy-
age. He thought It Just the thing.
Slhiould mention it to the bonrd, Might
tell my friend. 8o pleased to have met
me  Au revolr'

Barr leaped to hls fent and fairly
yelled, “What! I'm to linve a month
withoot having to go. Dld be promlse?
Billy, If It's so, you're a cherub,"

“I'wo months,'" quoth Blily stolldiy.
*Told bim there was no geod In half
measures. He thought the same. Fune's
to take It on."”

Barr smote his friend upon the shoul-
der and dapced to the window and
back to the fireplace In three skipa.

“Billy," he bawled, *“Sou're the orlgl
nal Bamaritan reinearndted. In apoth-
er month L verily belleve 1 should bkave
fallen by the wayside. And now, now!"
The spenker found no words to explnin
his rapture.

“That's all right, old, man, that's all
right,” sald the stbut benefactor.
“Within a couple of weeks you'll ba
denthly sick and cursing me. Bot it
do you n power of good, The sickoess,
I mean, not the cursing. Now, just
walk me round the old charnel houvse
agalp, for old suke's sake. 1 should
lke to snlff the carbolle onoe more."

They wandered up the broad stair-
way together and Into the long wards,
the sights and sounds and smells sink-
Ing into the soul of Barr's companion
with & ftnmiliarity that rolleidl bick ns n
curtain the last two magoificent yenrs.
Ho was no longer the connty magoato,
the yneht owner, the proprivtor of n
string of Newmurket eracks, e was
Just plain Billy Desmond again, and
the white fnces that stared from nbove
the edges of the biue check coverlets
roused in him » professional instivet
and—bellove It a8 you may—a profes.
slonal pity that left no room for other
and wore prosperous emotions.

He stopped and looked curlously at o
dlet eied or two and pitted a clild's
thin hand that was pickiog ldly st the
bed cover.

“Apything out of the common, old
chup ¥ he queried,

“N-no," sald Barr eautionsly. “Rath.
&r curious tracheotomy that, COhild
hiera for common fracture of tho leg.
Bhe was playing with a tin soldicr the
wother bought and swallowed ft. We
Bad to plerce the trachen lu g burry to
prevent choking. That's a strange
ease over In the corner too. It's o beg-
gar picked vp inscnsible Wapplog way.
Wheu be came to, he could only say
oue word, or ruther make one sound.
Bir Willlam made It out to be n farm
of aphasia—#plinter pressing on the
brain, He operated. Quite right, splin.
ter was there, 1le makes any awount
of sounds now, but the worst of It ls
we can't understund one of 'om."

They wers stnnding opposite a cot in
which n white foeed, Dbearded man
thrashed avearily ot tho bLlnokets and
chattered to himself In & torrent of
honrse, guttural words, He gazed
eagerly at the pale us they approached,
nnd tho storm of sollloquy rose higher,
Ho sat up and addressed them, gestleu-
lating violentiy,

Huddouly Desinond stald himself and
stopped shiort at the bed foot.

HGrodt heavens!™ ho declared,
chnp's tnlking Finoish!"

“Flunish!" quotli Bare with an Io.

dulgent smile. “Whut on earth d'you
know of Finulsh, Billy?"
. "Not much, olil man, But I've been |
up the Baltle for thres months out of
ench year for (he lnst two, 8o 1 know,
something. As far ns 1 ean make ont
he's Jawing Infersnl nousense, but
that It's the nonsense of Finland I'm
prepared to bet my hat'

He turned to the bed and sald a few
hesitating words.

A llght leaped to the hopeless, weary
ayes, and the lips left tholr almlesk
motiop, gaping wide In astonishment.
Then o yell resounded through the
quiet of the wanl. The patient sprang
{neantinently from his bed and fung
Ils mems round Desmond's neck., Bo-
fore the latteir could repel this out
rageous nasault two bearded lips had
pressed a passionate snlute upon his
torgbend. Then with triumphant ges-
tioulation the storm of words roancd
an.

The ward was morally aud physeal-
l! nnl.md Doctor, Burses and pa:

“The
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alng
rupture of the decorumn of the rodm
entirely nnahle to voloe thelr emotions,
The mouthed babblings of the Fion
smote wpon o sllence bort of mupefsc-
tan,

Deampbod laughed gleafully,

“Wall, old chap, how's that? Bring
bim somewhers for me to tlk to him
comfortably. He's slmply wild with
excltement and delight at tinding a
Johnny who understands him. It
won't do fur me to collogus with him
bere. 1t would apset the ward.”

“If you're quite sure that he's pot a
dangerous lunatic,” began Barr,

“That's right enongh,” Interrupted
Desmond, turning toward the door.
“You send Lim alopg to me, and '
find out all about hlm. He's ax sane
an you or me now. Bend him along."

Barr shrugged his sboulders and
made no further opposition. At Ll
order two attendiuts enme forward
aod helped the man loto the regula-
tion slop sult of the conyalescont, Shp-
porting Lim, they followed Desmond
down to the house surgeon’s private
roonm.  There they left bim pouriog
out words and yet morea words at his
new (ound friend. Oope of the attenid:
ants thrust his tonguoe luto his chesl:
an be retired Inte the passsge He
wioked towird hkis companion and
tapped his foreliond sigoificnntly.

“You're right,” anid the other. “Both
of ‘em, 1 should say.” Then they pass-
ed back to reutive grionlog.

Barr went ou through the wards, nnd
nn bour hnd gooe by Before he Anished
bis rounds, When he reétorned to his
room agaln, the pationt was still talk-
Ing, talking, but the Hist pussionats
outburet had subsided I[nto s slow,
conseless sweam of monologue. Des-
mond, his elbows leant upon the tahle,
was starlng neross st bim, His eyes
woera alight with an loterest that his
usunl stout complacency utterly falled
to conceal.

“My goodness, Arthur!" he called na
Barr entered. “Come hers nnd pinch
me, old chap. Either I'm dreaming the
worst sort of nightmare or clse we've
got A chance before us that doesn't
happen to o man twice In a lifetime,
Buch things as I've henrd!™

Barr sniffed. "“You must recollect,
Billy, that the beggar's only half wit-
1] at present. Aplinsia’s & rommy
thing. Probably he's just remembering
something that he's dreamed or what
not, and thinks it's a reality. What's he
been trylng to tell you ¥

“You shall hear afterward, old man.
For the present get this beggur Into a
private ward and the best of attend-
suce, I'll stnnd the shot. I want him
to buck up and get well=and as quick
ns possible too."

Barr did not look enthusiastic.* " He's
been gutting everything he wanis so
far,” be sald stiffly, *We don't Il treat
them as m rule, even In the publie
wards."”

Desmond chuckled joyously. *“T'here,
there, my son, don't be shirty. You for-
get I know the secrets of the slnughter
house us well as you. I know he's had
the best of everytbing, but he haen't
Lad the quiet be needs, or, rather, that
1 shall nead, for I'm coming to see him
every dny. Next week be salls with
you avd me for Uleaborg, and very
likely for one or two other places that
Yyou've ueyer heard of. So don't you be
a hedgehog, but do as I tell you."

Barr stared at him In deepest nston-
Ishment. “Good Lordl"™ be borst out,
“You'ro guing to take this ¥iddisher on
your yacht! Heavens abovel Billy,
you're ny demented ad lie "

“Now, my good Arthur, apswered
Desmond solemnly, “don’t you think I
way know my own huslices as well as
you do? Got this man comfortably iu-
to & private ward, and then, but not
before, you sball hear all there Is to
lienr.  What's the good of argumng
phout things you don't undoerstand In
the least ¥

Barr shirogged his aboulders and
dropped forther dlscusaion, In ellence
he touched the bell. Back enme the

tlents stared upon this

two nttendants and recelved thelr fur- |

ther orders, Desmond added a guttural
word or two fo the patlent, and all
thiee retived stalrward, The Flon con-
tinved to wave his Lund excltedly to-
ward his benofactor as he withdrew
upward, and the fow of his grateful
words dled slowly into the emptiness
of the possages, A door ghut in the
distance, The last eclioes of his chat-
terlng wate still

Then Bare turned again to his friend.
“Now perhapn,” sald he, "you'll be
kind enough to explain yoursalf. What
Lins this hopeless imbeclle been stufing
you withy”

The other looked at hlm with an alr
of compassion. He nipped the end of
his elgar and sput a dhred of leaf into
the grate before Lo answered, seitling

himeelt comfortably Into the recesses |

of hls armehatr,

“Wiat an old, fat Leaded, parrow
minded customer you are, Arthur,” he
began cheerfully., “Ever been out of
Euglnod yet? No; now I come to think
of It, you pever hnve. Well, we'll vlplit
oll that preseatly. However, biero goes
for the romance, If yon e to think it
ko, 1 swear to you it's gospel truth. 1
feol It In oy bones. The chnp couldn't
have ponsibly Imagined the thing. Be-
pides, U'vis hoard myself—but that's nel-
ther hore nor there,"

Barr shoved forward the other easy
ehalr and renched for n eignrette,

“Well, 'll henr you,” be sald, “but
draw 1t mild (£ it's partieninrly senso-
tionnl. The practics of mediciue doesn't
tndoce a bhigh level of receptivity for
the mnrveloue. Trot out your le. I'll
reserve Judgment il aftersward,'

(70 nx coxTiNUED, )
BOAROING HIS CRAFT.

And the Enemy Was FVorced to Ile-
tive Ingloriounly.

Througl vegotintlons conducted be-
tween an easiern attorney and a lotal
real estile mun, one of the old school
cnptning who had sailed the waters
salt and freab, purchased n pretty resl
denew In the northern part of the clty.
He happened to come on while the
pgent was superiptending some -
provements to the property.

“Aboy?™ hafled the captain ns ho
hove in sight. *“That's her, hay? And
& tidy lookln crafe sho 18! Good hold.
in ground, teo, for the man as would
ot nnchor to stay till Aol orders
Pardon, wir, for pot Orin a salute an
dippin the sasign, sir, Wo'll crack a
bottle over the chpstan, me hearty, an
then the rules Las got to be observed,
nir, for even an old bulk lke mesolf bu
liable to take n consore."

Naturally wmb, W ageat thought

the enpl.ﬂn ;ml wis uad.lr
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Jos. Finch's GUCKENHEIMER'S

PURE RYE!

Froeport
IMstillery.

it Thq Banner
Liquor House

chding. Cor, Maln and Exchange Sts.

I the place where yon slways find the largest stock of
selented brands of

Whiskies, Brandics, Wines

And all kinds of Irnported goodls,

WE RETAIL AT WHOLESALE PRICES.

MASCUT RYE

I8 n dellelous, wholesoms whisky, The whisky without a
headache,

Per Gallon, - - - $I.OS
Honest Quart, - - S0oc

19 YEAR oLD BOWEN RYE ..sPRiNG 1880

Nanrly old enough to vote,

FOR XMAS, THE NICEST PRESENT AND BEST
MEKRY MAKER.

.. CALIFORNIA SELECT WINES ..

Per Gal. 90c. ¥  Per Quart 25c.

D Al packagae delivared free in the clty and viclnity, bearing
no marks on thy nl]'ll(i' indiesting the contents,

The Banner
Liquor House

Cor, Main and Exchange Sts.

MT. VERNON
RYE.

HUDSONRYE
XXXX
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Cutlery For the Holida}ﬂ

We gell ths best and most reliable §

mnkes in
Carving Sets
Knives and Forks
And all kinds of Outiesry.
Headquarters for

Skores, Horse Bimels, Lop Robes and !HIB&:
Loaded Sheils of all klnds.

Sporting goods of every‘
variety.

Rohrbacher & Alien

Bullders' Hardwares, Nails,
Paints, Glass, Oll, Ete.

Tel. 70. 170 §. Howard sf,
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FOR CHRISTMAS WE HAVE

Christmas Trees, Nuts, Oranges, Apples, Grapes, Sugars
Candies, Etc., Etc.

GEO. HAAS, Grocer.
Telephone 478.

127 North Howard st.

GIVE US A CALL

Crown and Bridge Work can’t be beat.
Prices are conslstent. Gold fillings $1
and up. Best testh §8.00,

Philadelphia Dental Rooms
126 South Main st.
Open avenings, Bundnys 10 to 1.

J. L. HEFFERNAN, & st e

Incandescent, Natural Gas Burners and Supplies,

BO4 W. Market at, Tel.848

ome
ensible

uggestions for xmas

Nothing eould be more acceptable ns a Christmas present than

PERFUMES AND TOILET GOODS.

We are showing an elegant Hne of notlons st very ressonable prices:
Best brands of olgurs kept here.

OMPTLY A S
Drugs "y difomm. Drugs

J. M. LAFF ER, Drugglst,

USDER CLARENDON HOTEL AND EXCHANGE 5T8 p

CANDY

|
|
|

We are still making XMAS CANDY for
you. Home-made candy from

10c a Ib. up to 500 a Ib,

We put up Frult Baskets to order.

Frulls and Nuts nl LOWEST PRICES,

Give us your wholesale orders for Frult
at once 5o we will be able to supply you,

N. LASKARIS (0,

Phone 280, 162 Bouth Howard st.,
& b 5, Howard at., op. olty bullding

In & broadslde? I'll hf-ursl me eraft i€
1 have to shoot nll yor standin riggin
away!l I'd lke to bave the tenehiy of
Fou on o year's coruise, you ehleken
galted swab with a thinker as foggy na
the banks of Newfoundlnnd! Clew up
now, for 1 have the orders!"” And he
dramatieally produced the desdwn

“L throwed the grapplin hooks with-
out a blow struck” tells the captaln,

“Moye on? Me! With the pdmiral's | “an the agent made his proper excuses
perilt in me pocket? Me! Maovo an | for not understundio Bogllsh,"—De-
for a soft ghell plearoon an without Ar- 1 trolt Free Preas,

thioul them, yet the

woman’s Nalupe ::555:

1 ‘“5'-'“! o I‘u.'nl ol' sufleriug and depger that she locks forward o slu <'rhk'll badr with appres
A Frinam, by s peaetrating and soothing pmrenin‘ allaye nauses,

creet enough to sy so.

“What!" shouted the authorized in.
vader. “Won't let ine pass? Order me
to vell me topsalls! Run athwart my
Lwser, will you?  Blither me optics, 1£
1 halo't wompted to run you down, you
Fourth of July cockbost am toolin a
lundlubber’s horni"

“Move on. now!"

18 to love children, and ne
l.lolnc ua be completely hap-

ml :IJ | s udmpnpnruthz system uuu:e'pumwr h tha
mn& salely with but litt]e wulf k Ifled and wmid, * it is worth 'ﬂl
fn gotd” 1t is sold by all drug-
st contalning walus.

gl inf: o 1
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RALFIFLD REOULATON CoM-
Atlasia, Osorgla. 1§

Iilnlner s Friend

any,



